
TWO YEARS AFTER THE SUBMISSION OF THE REPORT OF THE PUBLIC 
INQUIRY COMMISSION ON RELATIONS BETWEEN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
AND CERTAIN PUBLIC SERVICES IN QUÉBEC
The report of the Viens Commission contains 142 recommendations, of which 135 are addressed to the Québec government.

The calls for action cover the entire array of government services offered to the Indigenous peoples (justice, correctional and police services, health, social 
services, youth protection, and so on) and demand:

INITIATIVES WITH CONCRETE SPINOFF
The Québec government announced in Budget 2020 $200 million to implement the calls for action.

 y Enhance and perpetuate funding for services

• Strengthen primary care in urban environments based on the 
innovative Val-d’Or health and social services model

• Support the relocation of the Resilience Montreal homeless shelter 
in Montréal

• Adapt the justice services offered to the Indigenous peoples through 
broader support for Indigenous Courtwork Services

 y Enhance the quality of services

• Implement new community justice initiatives in urban environments
• Establish mixed police intervention teams devoted to vulnerable 

individuals
• Establish three new community living environments for adult and 

other students and their families 

 y Implement cultural safety in public services

• Implement the cultural safety approach in the health and social 
services network

• Enhance access to court interpreters in Indigenous languages

Concrete measures that have had or will have an immediate impact of the 
lives of individuals have been announced and $125 million has already been 
committed.

 y a change of organizational culture in the main public service networks;
 y the enhancement of the services that the indigenous peoples receive, 
especially health services;

 y enhanced funding of public services; 

 y enhanced delivery of certain public services intended for the Indigenous peoples;
 y legislative and regulatory amendments;
 y heightened public awareness of Indigenous realities.



THE J’AI ESPOIR PLAN1

November 6, 2020
A $15-million investment for cultural safety among the members of the First Nations and the Inuit in the health  
and social services network

November 10, 2020 
Some $3.1 million in financial support to relocate the Lanaudière Indigenous friendship centre

November 27, 2020
Financial support totalling $18.4 million to establish three Indigenous student housing centre pilot projects 

December 4, 2020 
An investment of nearly $18.6 million in respect of culturally adapted police action

December 11, 2020  
Support totalling $300 00 for mixed police teams

December 12, 2020
An initial $600 000 in support for Resilience Montreal, a homeless shelter, which helps the most vulnerable individuals2

February 22, 2021
A second $3-million grant to Resilience Montreal, a homeless shelter, which helps the most vulnerable individuals

March 5, 2021
Some $19.2 million in financial support for guidance resources in the justice system

May 28, 2021
An investment of $27.4 million to enhance healthcare and social services offered to the Indigenous peoples in urban environments

June 3, 2021
An investment of $25.8 million to combat conjugal violence and femicide3

June 7 2021
An investment of $14.1 million to enhance access by the Indigenous peoples to justice

Spring 2022 
Impending stages

Increased efforts will be focused in the coming months on the following fields: 

 y youth protection
 y well being of women 
 y education

The Viens Commission’s calls for action and the entire array of recommendations stemming from the reports published recently 
will continue to guide government intervention in the coming years.

1. The announcements are related to the entire array of measures adopted by the Québec government to respond to the recommendations  
of various commissions of inquiry to enhance the services offered to the First Nations and the Inuit.

2. The $200-million budget allowance does not include this amount.
3. The $200-million budget allowance includes the $6 million mentioned in this announcement.
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