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1 Ministère de l’Éducation 

This guide is designed to inform parents about the Secondary V ministerial examination 
for the English as a Second Language, Enriched Program. It presents the structure of the 
exam and the administration procedures, as well as sample documents from a past exam.  
The Document d’information (in French only) is also a recommended resource. It provides 
complementary information as well as the most recent version of the rubrics.  

NATURE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE EXAMINATIONS 
The Secondary IV and V ministerial examinations are set by the Minister of Education for 
the certification of studies and for awarding the Secondary School Diploma. Every year, 
the Ministère organizes three exam sessions for these examinations: one in 
December/January, one in May/June and one in August. 
Each ministerial examination is designed to evaluate the learning set out in the Québec 
Education Program and is based on the Framework for the Evaluation of Learning and the 
Progression of Learning. 
As everyone enrolled in any given exam session must write the same examination, the 
dates and times indicated in the official examination schedule must be respected. Only 
the Minister may authorize changes to the set schedule.  

CONDITIONS FOR ADMINISTERING THE EXAMINATIONS 
Educational institutions are the main entities responsible for making the necessary 
arrangements for the exams to take place (e.g. providing examination rooms), regardless 
of the education model (teaching provided at school or homeschooling). 
To ensure equity and justice, the exam conditions must be the same for all candidates in 
Québec who write the exams. For this reason, the individuals designated to administer 
the examinations are given precise instructions to follow.  
During an examination, it is forbidden for anyone to help the candidates in any way 
whatsoever by, for example, clarifying the task, providing additional information, 
explaining or translating words or expressions, or reformulating instructions. 
Examinations where a staff member has overstepped the boundaries of their role may be 
declared invalid by the Ministère. 

INTRODUCTION 

SECTION 1 MINISTERIAL EXAMINATIONS 

https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/evaluation-epreuves-ministerielles/documents-information/DI_ALS_Enrichi_5e_sec.pdf
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/pfeq/secondaire/programmes/PFEQ-anglais-langue-seconde-deuxieme-cycle-secondaire-AN.pdf
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/pfeq/secondaire/programmes/PFEQ-anglais-langue-seconde-deuxieme-cycle-secondaire-AN.pdf
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/pfeq/cadres-evaluation/secondaire/anglais/PFEQ-cadre-evaluation-anglais-langue-seconde-secondaire-AN.pdf
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/pfeq/secondaire/progressions-apprentissages/PFEQ-progression-apprentissages-anglais-langue-seconde-enrichi-secondaire-AN.pdf
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-elementary-and-secondary-schools/ministerial-examinations-evaluation-learning/ministerial-examinations/-schedule-examination-sessions
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Measures that adapt the conditions for administering ministerial examinations may be 
taken to enable candidates with specific needs to demonstrate their learning. In order to 
request special measures, please communicate with the educational institution 
responsible for administering the examination at the beginning of the school year or, in 
the context of homeschooling, when setting up the learning project. The educational 
institution will analyze the candidate’s needs and determine which adaptive measures 
will be permitted, if any.  

EVALUATION OF COMPETENCIES 

The Secondary V English as a Second Language, Enriched Program examination is 
designed to evaluate the following competencies: 

• Competency 2, Reinvests understanding of texts
• Competency 3, Writes and produces texts

SUMMARY OF THE EXAMINATION 
The examination takes place in exam rooms at specific times, as set out in the official 
examination schedule. The exam is built around a topic and is carried out in the order 
presented below. 

1. Introductory task

At home, the candidates read the texts in the exam booklet provided. In the exam
room, they listen to an audio recording and are invited to discuss it in English.
Note that the introductory task is compulsory, but no marks will be allotted for
this part of the examination.

2. Reinvestment and writing examination

In the exam room, working individually, candidates have 3 consecutive hours to
write a feature article of about 400 words in English for an online magazine. The
article must address the topic prescribed in the task, which will be related to the
topic of the exam.

Candidates must base their written production on the texts they read and heard
during the introductory task, applying their understanding of the texts.

SECTION 2       OVERVIEW OF THE EXAMINATION FOR ENGLISH AS A 
SECOND LANGUAGE, ENRICHED PROGRAM 

https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-elementary-and-secondary-schools/ministerial-examinations-evaluation-learning/ministerial-examinations/-schedule-examination-sessions
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-elementary-and-secondary-schools/ministerial-examinations-evaluation-learning/ministerial-examinations/-schedule-examination-sessions


3 Ministère de l’Éducation 

AUTHORIZED AND UNAUTHORIZED MATERIALS 

Authorized materials 

Only print versions of the materials listed below may be brought to the examination and 
used. 

Introductory task Reinvestment and writing examination 

• Preparation Booklet provided during the
introductory task

• Standard English dictionary
• Bilingual dictionary (English and another

language)

• Preparation Booklet that the candidate has
annotated as per the instructions provided
below

• Standard English dictionary
• Bilingual dictionary (English and another

language)
• Thesaurus
• Grammar book (must not include any text

or part of a text that could be used
verbatim or as a model)

Candidates may bring their own reference materials or use those provided by the 
educational institution. Those who bring their own reference materials will not be 
permitted to share them with others.  

Unauthorized materials 

The following materials are not authorized. 

• All homemade documents (class notes, grammar book prepared by the school or
at home, etc.)

• All materials that are handwritten, photocopied or printed from the Internet
(except the handwritten notes allowed in the Preparation Booklet)

• All activity books or any other materials that explain how to produce or revise a
text, or that provide examples of text that could be used verbatim or as a model

• All digital tools (electronic dictionaries, word-processing software, etc.) unless
their use has been planned in conjunction with the educational institution
responsible for administering the examination1

Candidates are also strictly forbidden to have in their possession any digital device 
(smartphone, wireless headphones or earbuds, smartwatch, etc.) that can be used to 
communicate, access the Internet, translate text, or create, save or consult data. 

1 The use of digital tools (electronic dictionaries, word processing software, etc.) could be 
authorized under certain conditions but must be planned in conjunction with the educational 
institution responsible for administering the examination at the start of the school year or, in 
the case of homeschooling, when the learning project is implemented. 
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INTRODUCTORY TASK 

As of the date shown in the official examination schedule, each candidate receives a 
Preparation Booklet, which provides information about the exam, including the exam 
topic and some context. It also includes the texts that the candidates must read, as well 
as a guiding question to help them take notes. 

Candidates take their Preparation Booklet home to begin preparing for the exam. 
However, it is forbidden to distribute any examination document, in whole or in part, at 
any time or by any means whatsoever, including social media. 

Candidates have a few days to carry out the first part of the introductory task. First they 
read the information presented at the beginning of the Preparation Booklet. Then they 
read and annotate the texts, as per the instructions provided in the box below.  

The Preparation Booklet may contain handwritten notes, but no part of the article may be written 
in advance (headline, controlling idea, sentences, etc.). No sheets or sticky notes may be added 
to the booklet. 

The Preparation Booklet will be verified on the day of the examination. If the booklet does 
not meet the requirements, the examination may be declared invalid by the Ministère. 

A few days after receiving the Preparation Booklet, candidates must complete the last 
two parts of the introductory task in the exam room. This will take a total of 60 minutes.  

• First, candidates listen to an audio recording and take notes in their Preparation
Booklet, which they must remember to bring with them. The recording, which
lasts about 10 to 12 minutes, is played twice.

• Second, in teams of four, candidates are invited to discuss, in English, the texts
they have read and heard in order to better understand the topic.

After the introductory task, candidates may take their Preparation Booklet home in order 
to continue preparing for the exam. 

Excerpts from a Preparation Booklet are presented on pages 6 to 10. These include an 
example of a feature article. 

REINVESTMENT AND WRITING EXAMINATION 

Writing the examination 

On the day of the exam, candidates must bring their Preparation Booklet to the exam 
room. Each candidate receives two more booklets: a Writing Booklet and a Final Copy 
Booklet. Working individually, they will have 3 consecutive hours to write an information-
based issues-and-trends feature article in English. The article must inform the target 
audience about the topic presented in the task and it must be about 400 words long.  

SECTION 3      STEPS IN THE EXAMINATION FOR ENGLISH 
AS A SECOND LANGUAGE, ENRICHED PROGRAM 

https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/preschool-elementary-and-secondary-schools/ministerial-examinations-evaluation-learning/ministerial-examinations/-schedule-examination-sessions
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At the start of the exam, candidates have 5 minutes to read the instructions, the writing 
guidelines and the task, which are presented in the Writing Booklet. Candidates hear the 
audio recording a third and final time in order to complete their notes in the Preparation 
Booklet in light of the task to be carried out. They plan their article and write a rough draft 
in the space provided in the Writing Booklet.  

Excerpts from a Writing Booklet are provided on pages 11 to 13. 

Candidates must base their article on the texts they have read and heard during the 
introductory task in order to reinvest their understanding of the texts. It is essential that 
they write an original text: they must not copy passages from the texts provided, nor use 
patchwriting2 (see the instructions to this effect in the excerpt on p. 11 and in the rubrics 
in Appendices I and II).    

Lastly, after revising and improving their article, candidates write the final copy of their 
text in pencil or in pen in the Final Copy Booklet. Only the Final Copy Booklet will be 
marked. Candidates must plan their time carefully to finish writing their text in this 
booklet within the allotted time.  

If after 3 hours a candidate has not finished writing the exam, 15 more minutes may be 
allotted, as specified in the Administrative Guide for the Certification of Studies and 
Management of Ministerial Examinations. 

At the end of the examination, candidates must hand in to the examiner all their exam 
booklets, including the Preparation Booklet, before leaving the examination room. 

No candidates may leave the examination room before at least half the time allotted for 
the exam has elapsed. Any candidate who has a good reason to leave the examination 
room must be accompanied by an authorized person designated by the educational 
institution. 

Marking 

The corrector will mark the texts using the rubrics included in the Document 
d’information. These rubrics can be found in Appendices I and II, in both English and 
French. 

The corrector will mark the candidate’s text in two ways: first, in terms of Competency 2, 
Reinvests understanding of texts and second, in terms of Competency 3, Writes and 
produces texts. 

2 Patchwriting involves using phrases from research materials, verbatim or by making minor changes here 
and there (e.g. deleting, adding or substituting words; changing verb forms or word order), and 
combining them with one’s own writing. 

https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/evaluation-epreuves-ministerielles/Guide-sanction-etudes-AN.pdf
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/evaluation-epreuves-ministerielles/Guide-sanction-etudes-AN.pdf
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/evaluation-epreuves-ministerielles/documents-information/DI_ALS_Enrichi_5e_sec.pdf
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/education/evaluation-epreuves-ministerielles/documents-information/DI_ALS_Enrichi_5e_sec.pdf
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The excerpts in this section are taken from the exam entitled What’s the Buzz About 
Drones? 

EXCERPTS FROM A PREPARATION BOOKLET 

Introduction 

SECTION 4       EXCERPTS FROM AN EXAMINATION FOR ENGLISH AS A 
SECOND LANGUAGE, ENRICHED PROGRAM 
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Excerpts from texts to be read 
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Instructions for Part 2 of the introductory task 
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EXCERPTS FROM A WRITING BOOKLET  

Excerpt from the instructions for students 

WRITING BOOKLET 
General Instructions

1. Stick the student identification label on the cover page of the Final Copy Booklet.
If no label has been provided, fill in the information requested.

2. Read the instructions on page 3 of the Writing Booklet.

3. Listen to the audio documentary one last time and take additional notes if you wish
to.

4. Plan your text and write your rough draft in the Writing Booklet.

5. Write your final copy in pencil or ink in the Final Copy Booklet. Only the Final Copy
Booklet will be marked.

6. The final copy of your work should be single-spaced.

7. You must reinvest your understanding of the research materials provided (print
and audio).

8. You must create an original work. This means you cannot copy word for word from
the research materials or use patchwriting1 and present the work as your own.

9. You must use quotations; however, they must represent only a small portion of
your article.

10. You will be significantly penalized if:

• you do not address the angle prescribed on page 3

• your article presents little information drawn from the research materials
(print and audio)

• you rely too heavily on quotations

• you copy passages from the research materials or use patchwriting

• your article is mostly incomprehensible

1 Patchwriting involves using phrases from research materials, verbatim or by making minor changes 
here and there (e.g. deleting, adding or substituting words; changing verb forms or word order), 
and combining them with your own writing. 
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Sample task 
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Sample writing guidelines 

Writing Guidelines 
The mission of Beyond the Surface magazine is to educate and entertain its readers, who 
come from various backgrounds and share a passion for knowledge on a wide range of 
topics. An issues-and-trends feature article for Beyond the Surface is informative and 
should be a tightly focused, non-academic piece of writing aimed at a non-specialized 
English-speaking audience.  
To submit an issues-and-trends feature article to Beyond the Surface, you must follow 
these guidelines:  

• Write an original article of approximately 400 words. 
• Provide readers with a critical overview of the topic from the angle prescribed on 

page 3 and do not assume your readers have prior knowledge of the topic. 
• Preferably write in the third person. 
• Use an appropriate language register and do not include inappropriate content 

(e.g. personal attacks, profanity, shocking content). 
• Remember that footnotes and endnotes are rarely used in a feature article. 
• Do use quotations, but sparingly.  
• Incorporate at least two additional relevant components such as an image (with or 

without a caption), a pull-quote or a sidebar to enhance the article. In the case of 
an image,3 it is not necessary to draw a picture. A box with text indicating what the 
image is will be sufficient. 

 

 
3 The image may or may not be inspired by those in the Preparation Booklet, but should definitely not be 

cut out of the Preparation Booklet and pasted into your article.   
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APPENDIX I      RUBRIC FOR COMPETENCY 2, REINVESTS UNDERSTANDING OF TEXTS (STUDENT VERSION) 
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GRILLE D’ÉVALUATION DE LA COMPÉTENCE 2, RÉINVESTIR SA COMPRÉHENSION DES TEXTES  
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APPENDIX II       RUBRIC FOR COMPETENCY 3, WRITES AND PRODUCES TEXTS (STUDENT VERSION) 
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 GRILLE D’ÉVALUATION DE LA COMPÉTENCE 3, ÉCRIRE ET PRODUIRE DES TEXTES 
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