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Following the detection of 11 chronic wasting disease (CWD) cases 
on a red deer farm in the Laurentides region in 2018, the ministère 
des Forêts, de la Faune et des Parcs (MFFP) has implemented 
measures to protect wild cervid herds and continues to intervene 
to minimize the risk of establishment of this disease in wildlife.

The objectives of these measures are to:

• increase surveillance of the disease to detect outbreaks in 
the natural environment and intervene quickly while it is 
still possible; 

• temporarily maintain a low-density deer population 
in the area where the disease has been detected to 
reduce contact between wild animals and thus limit the 
transmission of the disease if an infected animal is in the 
natural environment;

• avoid the spread of the disease in other areas of 
the province.

To date, no CWD cases have been detected in analyzed wild cervids. 
Even though these results are promising, it is impossible to exclude 
beyond any doubt that the disease does not circulate in the wild, 
since: 1) it is very difficult to detect CWD when few deer are 
infected, and 2) tests are not usually effective for detecting the 
disease in animals that have been infected for less than 12 months. 
Analyses results since 2018 show that if the disease is present in 
wildlife, very few animals are affected, and the disease can still 
be eliminated.

2021  
surveillance results

No positive cases

4,407 analyzed wild cervids

• 577 deer and 22 moose in the enhanced 
surveillance area (ESA)

• 3,793 deer and 15 moose elsewhere in Québec 

Chronic wasting disease 
in cervids 
CWD is a contagious disease of cervids that provokes the fatal 
degeneration of the central nervous system.

No treatment or vaccine is currently available to fight 
this disease.

There is currently no scientific evidence that CWD can be 
transmitted to humans.

When well-established in wild cervid populations, CWD is 
impossible to eliminate.

In the long term, if left unchecked, the disease could 
lead to a significant and irreversible decline in wild 
cervid populations.

Reminder of the measures put in place
 All animals at the infected farm were slaughtered in 2018 by order of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). Some portions of 
the farm were decontaminated in 2020, in accordance with CFIA requirements.

 As soon as the CWD cases were found, the MFFP applied the regulations in effect to avoid the spread of the disease in other regions 
of Québec:

• certain anatomical parts of cervids slaughtered within 45 km of the affected farm should not be transported outside that radius;

• prohibition on the transportation of any cervid kept in captivity within a 100 km radius of the affected farm.

These restrictions will remain effective at least until 2023 inclusively.

Olivier Cameron Trudel, MFFP
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Highlights
• Four hundred (400) antlerless deer licences were issued in the 

portions of hunting zones 9 West and 10 East included in the 
enhanced surveillance area (ESA), to maintain low densities of 
deer and to obtain a sufficient number of samples to effectively 
monitor this area.

• All hunters who harvested a white-tailed deer or a moose over 
12 months of age, within 45 km of the location where CWD 
was detected in 2018, were required to have their game tested. 
To do so, they had to report to one of the targeted registration 
stations within the 45 km radius for MFFP staff to collect the 
required samples. Analysis results were made available online 
in the weeks following the sampling.

• Over 60 butcher shops in nine administrative regions have 
participated again this year in making sample collecting 
possible for 2,918 deer killed in hunting in Québec, outside 
of the 45 km radius. 

• Since detection of the disease, the MFFP has analyzed more 
than 16,600 wild cervids in the province from 2018 to 2021, 
including nearly 3,500 in the ESA.

• No CWD cases have been detected in analyzed wild cervids 
in 2021.

• Since portions of the contaminated farm were not decontaminated 
during CFIA work in 2020, an environmental analysis was 
conducted to determine scenarios to reduce the risk of wildlife 
contamination.
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MFFP interventions
Specific measures were deployed rapidly and massively by the MFFP 
once the first case was confirmed in 2018 to check if the disease was 
already established in the province and, if so, to avoid the transmission 
of the disease to the rest of the province. Fortunately, surveillance data 
to date indicate that the disease is not established.

In provinces and states where the disease is present, major, irreversible 
reductions in cervid populations have been observed, causing impacts 
on hunting activities and associated economic benefits. In 2021, 
measures were further deployed by the MFFP to minimize the risk of 
establishment in wild cervid populations.

In the coming years, the MFFP will continue its actions to prevent and 
monitor CWD. Enhanced surveillance efforts need to be maintained to 
maximize the possibilities to detect the disease in wildlife and quickly 
intervene if an infected animal is found. These interventions are based 
on the testing of a significant number of white-tailed deer and the 
maintenance, through hunting rules, of low deer densities in the area 
where CWD was found on a farm in 2018.

Learn about the rules and restrictions of your hunting territory. 

To learn all the details:   

Québec.ca/cervidsdisease

Number of cervids tested for CWD, per year, in the ESA and elsewhere in the province, from 2018 to 2021
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